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THE ONLY THING TICKED OFF IS YOU.

REFLECTIONS ON THE NEVER ENDING TO-DO LIST

After a particularly exasperating day recently, | sent the following to the micro
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It seems that every year at the beginning of Lent, | am challenged to reflect on
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prayer, fasting or Bible study. But its not a spiritual discipline...it is a command-
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shape us, they help draw us closer to God and to understand God. The com-
mandments, on the other hand, DEFINE us. Sabbath was a gift of a day of rest
for a people who had been slaves in Egyptt slaves were afforded no such luxury.
Sabbath was a reminder that God rested and enjoyed the fruit of his creation on

the seventh

day. Sabbath was a reminder that the world continues with or with-

out our labor. Sabbath is a challenge to the idolatry that we allow to grow up
around ourselvest around our work.

My experiences around Sabbath have been varied. Personal efforts to be ob-
servant have met with mixed success. Watching observant Jews prepare for Sab-
bath has been instructive. Members of the household will work frantically to get
all the housework done, all the necessary cooking done, to-do lists completed,
everything out of the way so that when Sabbath comes, they can cease.

& . dzi
lists are left
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undone. In so far as possible, they are put out of sight, in drawers or

boxes or closed rooms. And in their absence, God reminds us that we are not
slaves and that our obedience to him is more significant than our career or even
the money that comes from our productivity. The to-do list never ends. But be

obedient to

God during this Lent. One full day a week, put it in a drawer and en-

joy the gift of rest.

T Scott

O SING TO THE LORD A NEW SONG

a bw SONGE

IEW MAINISTRY IN MuUSIC

Music has always played a central role in the worship life of this congregation.
We are blessed with many talented and generous musicians who give freely of
their time and energy. But many more of us sing, play instruments, or have
other musical gifts than we see on a regular basis. Are YOU one of those? If so,
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music. We need instrumentalists and singers to gather March 15 at 4:30 for an
informal, fun rehearsal of some light, contemporary praise music.

On March
GNBE A

31, at our 5th Sunday Brunch, we will be previewing this new minis-
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unique, informal style, and the biblical praise choruses that characterize the mu-
sic. Join us for brunch on March 31 and stay for a time of song and praise. Inter-
ested? Speak to Scott, Mary Jane or Ron Austin.
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MARCH 15
3RD SUNDAY IN LENT
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Psalm 19
1 Corinthians 1283
John 2:1%

MARCH 22
4TH SUNDAY IN LENT

Numbers 29:4
Psalm 107311722
Ephesians-201
John 3:121

MARCH 29
5TH SUNDAY IN LENT

Jeremiah 31331
Psalm 5112
Hebrews 86
John 12: 88
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UPCOMING:

UMYF
Each Sunday night at 5:30.
52y QG TFT2NHSI
rehearsal on 3/15, bring
your instrument!

Board of Trustees
March 4, 7:00 pm

United Methodist Men
March 6, 7:30 am
Finance Committee
March 11, 7:00 pm
Empty Nesters Movie Nite
March 13, 7:00 pm
New Song Rehearsal
March 15, 4:30 pm
Church Council
February 15, 12:00 pm
*Workgroups please have
written reports prepared by

Fifth Sunday Brunch

Canned meats (Tuna, Chicken,

LY GNRRdzOA Y3 @tb)Sv/slunfeetsyirarieeded
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United Methodist
Women
The Hilda Brumsey
Circle now has cook-
books ready for sale.
The cost is $12. Con-
tact any member of the
circle for a copy.

Hilda Brumsey Circle
March 15, 7:30 am

Leola Hall Circle
March 11, 9:30 am

Mission Sunday

We invite all members to par-
ticipate in the work of our
Food Pantry by bringing a
food item to the church.

for the food pan-
try. Please con-
tact Dick Horn to
help

Blood Pressure
- Screening

Our monthly
screening will be held follow-
ing both services March 8th
(11:00) and March 15 (8:30).
Thanks to Beverly Johnson
and Mary Schwarga.

Road to Recovery

If you would like to find out
more or volunteer, please
contact Mary Schwarga or
Carol Frazier.

3/12.

SERVING THIS MONTH AT PILMOOR

Flowers are given by: Childrends CAcolytesh
March 1 )‘ ;/ March 1 Marchl
Romm Family ¢ f@{ See Bulletin Marissa Ratti
March 8 S March 8 March 8
IS/Iarcie SFteeiIe See Bulletin Abby Rose
eanne Farlow
March 15 March 15 . March 15
March 1 See Bulletin —J D
Mark & Patsy Garrett ot oo esse bongarra
March 22 See Bulletin March 22
Karen Pendt March 29 Ashley Newns A
March 29 See Bulletin March 29 o
See Bulletin Ushers Marissa Ratti “/«%
Ray Cohoon
Karen Pendt

BEFORE/A FTER-SCHOOL NEWS!

February we concentrafdwe children were amazedif you would like to vol-
on recycling and our heattiat you could make thesgnteer or share your talent
Each Thursday in Feb eats yourself and enjoyedth the children, please

The General Rules of
the Methodist Church

There is only one condition
previously required of those
who desire admission into
these societies: "a desire to flee
from the wrath to come, and to
be saved from their sins.” But
wherever this is really fixed in
the soul it will be shown by its
fruits.

It is therefore expected of all
who continue therein that they
should continue to evidence
their desire of salvation,

First: By doing no harm, by
avoiding evil of every kind,

especially that which is most
generally

Secondly: By doing good; by
being in every kind merciful
after their power; as they have
opportunity, doing good of
every possible sort, and, as far
as possible, to all men:...

Thirdly: By attending upon all
the ordinances of God; such
are:

e  The public worship of God.

®  The ministry of the Word,
either read or expounded.

®  The Supper of the Lord.
e  Family and private prayer.
e  Searching the Scriptures.

e  Fasting or abstinence.

These are the General Rules of
our societies; all of which we
are taught of God to observe,
even in his written Word, which
is the only rule, and the suffi-
cient rule, both of our faith and
practice. And all these we know
his Spirit writes on truly awak-
ened hearts. If there be any
among us who observe them
not, who habitually break any of
them, let it be known unto them
who watch over that soul as
they who must give an account.
We will admonish him of the
error of his ways. We will bear
with him for a season. But then,
if he repent not, he hath no
more place among us. We have
delivered our own souls.

*During the season of Lent,
ur Wednesday Night Supper
Programs will focus on these
AThree Simple
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ary, we took a field trip tohém the next day with habntact the church office.
the’Barco 4H Extension chocolate! Yummy! Thanks

) I
Center for classes in heaﬁeth'
health, recycling and nutri-As March will continue to

tion. We made pizzas udingg cold weather, we are 4\%5
foods from all the food  bringing the suninside and |- # @
groups, played games, aplinning a Luau! |9 | &2

learned a lot about our bo

: ; YWe will also plan to con-
ies and exercise.

tinue our field trips to the -

We want to thank Beth Extension Center to learn
O6Bri ant f oaboutavariety @ thingsin-a
showing us how to makecluding animals, cooking
homemade marshmallovwand plants.
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Pre-school News

Enrollment begins return theirs as soon as 8:50 to 11:55, and
this month for next possible. the cost is $150.
school year! .
school year Our two year old pro- There is a reg-
All currently enrolled gram meets on Tues and istration fee (non-
students have first priority, Wed, from 8:50 to 11:40. refundable) for all classes

open enroliment for Pilmoor The cost is $100 monthly.  in the amount of $125.
members and regular atten-
dees next, then the general
public.

Our three year old pro- If you have any ques-
gram meets Mon through tions contact the church
Wed, from 8:50 to 11:50 office or Amy Morgan at

Current students and the cost is $130. 232-3348.
should have their enroll-
ment packages in by March
31st and all others should

Four year olds meet
Mon through Thurs from

A Message from the Council of Bishops

The global financial crisis is bringing hardship and suffering to people in every part of the world. Foioitsose in wealthy nat
causes anxiety and uncertainty about declining pension accounts and the threat of lost jobs. Others are cepiagdvyith unemploym
foreclosed mortgages. And for still others who live in places with scarce resources or exist in conditinesrappoverty, it mea
stomachs, lack of care for urgent health needs, and no prospects to earn a day's bread.

The International Labor Organization projects a loss of 50 million jobs globally by the end of 2009. The Vdorld Bank warns tha
additional 53 million people will fall into poverty (living on less than $2 per day) and that 200,000 to 408, @08 byore childre
2015 if the crisis persists

security, dignity, and justice. We are no more secure than the most vulnerable among us; no more prospeaocdsithan
more assured of justice and dignity than those who live in the shadows of power, void of fairness and eqdésusVe re
teaching, fAas you [cared for] the |l east of t hppalér wh
how we can live today.

At all times, but especially in fearful and dangerous days, we followers of Jesus are called to live in hogethat in

God is present with us. Facing hard times, t haeporAlip-os e ﬁ,ﬁﬁé
tress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? . . . No, in all these things we are mwmahlmnquﬂgrsthg aS\:')I'I’It ! algtely

who loved us. For | am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things presentpngothiergs t &’Jﬂn&Ut into the wildernesg

nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of Goim Chist J(esﬂdﬁﬁn in the wilderness fort

8:3T5andt37r,139)-I D A _ | : i abaid, empted by Satan and hed
o e sraelites, aving os every i ng anlkafrai VI

for I am your God. Iowi || strengthen you, I fugeiard | qﬂﬁvﬁ;l@‘@?és(is, %ndﬁlcé
strength, a very present help in trouble. ThereforveNt@ him. not fea

With this firm assurance that the whole of creation lives within the embrace of a loving God, we are céméteat that the Four . .
Focus for the mission and ministry of the people of The United Methodist Church affirmed by General Confetemce 2008 are among 1 Mark 1:123
most important ways we faithfully bear witness to the Gospel. We urgently need principled Christian leadiérs for the church an
world. People searching for meaning are seeking new places of welcome and hospitality for worship, prathelt,iand gpirtcet-grew
abundantly evident that United Methodists must engage in ministry with the poor and tackle the diseasesogepafver y@g_\( mip;B ELL Soup
the fullness of life, health, and wholeness.

As we enter into the season of Lent we are called to reflection, repentance, and sacrificial living. Lexbisatiene ¢flpsBELS FOR 2009
we look beyond human frailty and the brokenness of the world to resurrection, hope, and new life. We aiithooasdgd that our fa
not rise and fall with the financial markets but resides in the enduring love of God who is present withdugriae tee striiggle an
love God and our neighbors. This Lent can be a time when we recommit to practice every day the Wesleyartealugs|to go w aarm, l] AY é I
good and stay in love with God.

A churchwide conversation is asking that we envision ways to reinvigorate our outreach to a hurting weyto and (fﬁ@“&ﬁi’llﬁlﬂ' The Camp-
those seeking deeper spiritual understanding. Local congregations are emgagingingeft i on t o Fgmcmt CQ Hrc f1 Q- @ ISdﬁ
their outreach beyond the doors of the church buildings. Annual Conferences are working to ensure the hytoan rlg
address the diseases of poverty, and to offer direct intervention to relieve human needs arising from @odestyrrianlufl @Olilaoﬁ) buy educational
and children in local communities and of persons who lack opportunity for artistic expression. | ment for schools

The general agencies of the church are finding ways together to achieve economies and assure greater etﬁéctwene Pn
annual conferences and local churches. Information on the Four Areas of Focus can be found by contactingfitie g4 @ﬁ&gﬂr&ges supported by
church directly and at www.umc.org/focusareas.

AYou shall |l ove your neighbor as yoursel fo ( Lide . tpeMgt)hOdIStCTuéCh A
gospel of Christ knows of no religion, but social. No holiness but social holiness. Faith working by lokesisttiamtengt 1|&&E Bf approved abelsi |S

depth and hei_ght of Christian perfectiono (Hymns a éﬁir%mfﬁég(aﬁ@m@s,

As we pray and reflect this Lenten season, may we embrace life with hope, expectancy, and the assurancethal
Jesus is calling us to prepare our hearts, minds, and hands to work for the New Creation. And may we nuatotaend 6QH@sta8 box is in the
and for those to whom we are inextricably connecte SOEI&|h§|ﬂdTﬁ&nk§frOIace

With expectancy and hope,

Bishop Gregory Palmer Neil M. Alexander Bishop John Hopkins your help! Joan Ross

PRAYER CONCERNS

Chuck Adkins Matthew Ellis Joe Pritchard
Connie Cerrone Mamie Grandy Jim Quattro
Clayton Family Eric Guran David Lee Robertson
Elizabeth Creekmore Dick Horn Beula Short
Doris Cunningham VirginialJo Horn Sam Snead
Hill Daniel Cathy Lipton Beula Short
Lisa Dasen Eileen Onifer Edward Walker
Susan Decebus Bobbette Parsons Laura Wingo Do this in remembrance of me..

fi Luke 22:19
Ethel Deihl David Perry
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Youth on a Mission
We are very excited that 5 youth and one adult have committed to syde3)drSpifiog, Bri&ak

irig13

to repair flood damaged homes. Many thanks to Bethany UMC in Wanchese for allowing us to be
ence. Begin to be in prayer for this team and watch for opportunities to support us through encou

and financial support. The March 4 Family Night Supper Proceeds go to offspétberapmps
of the trip.

OUR

FAITHFULNESS
Attendance

February 2009...... 109

February 2008...... 117

13 Weeks 09......... 103

13 Weeks 08......... 112

Sunday School (Avg26

Budget Giving
Received..... $26,207.01

Movie Nigh
52y QG FT2NBSG:Z al NODK MoK ¢gSNB KI@Ay3
join us for an evening of food, fun and a classic movie. Signing up in the church vestibule or

by contacting Patsy Garrett at 232-1269 or garrett3@embargmail.com.

Empty-Ne st er 0s

Expected..... $32,058.00
Difference -$ 5,851.99

Other Giving this month;:

Food Pantry..... $385.00
+Souper Bowl... 534.00
Building Fund $1,175.00

Indebtedness
Current.......... $584,528
One Year Ago $689,058
At Completion $690,121
Const. Cost... $975,000

Monthly Payment 4,547
*Beginning 11/17/2008

Family Nights Congratulations Supper Menus
This month will feature a Pilmoor Memorial was | March 4

study by Reuben Job enti-honored at the February 22 Yout h

tl ed O0Thr ee EBzabeth City DifrictiLafg oPumplings

based on the General Rul&&ally for faithful support to\varch 11

of the Methodist Church. missions. In addition to Rene Moseley Cooks
Remember to make youbeing named one of the Corned Beef and Cab-

reservations at Sunday se20+ "Rainbow Covenant”|  bage

vice or by noon on Mon- Churches, we were hono q\?arch 18

day. Reservations may alsmbe among the top five Leola Hall Circle Cooks

be made on the Website. churches in giving to Ad- Rotisserie Chicken

Standing reservations needance Special Mission funds

to be cancelled if you needn five areas, World, Na- | March 25 _

to miss and must be re-  tional, Conference, Mission- Ynited Methodist Men

newed after an absence. ary Salaries, UMCOR. Cook Hamburgers
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